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NEWS RELEASE

April 29, 1992
UM PRODUCES LONG-RANGE INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY PLAN
MISSOULA ~
Imagine students using dorm-room computers to register for University of Montana
classes. Picture campus researchers exchanging information via computer modem with
scholars on the other side of the world. Consider being able to take UM television courses
even in remote areas of Montana.
Pie in the sky, you say?
Not so, say members of a campuswide committee that’s prepared the school’s first
comprehensive plan for putting a world of information at the fingertips of students, faculty,
staff and citizens across the state and throughout the world.
"The plan views UM as an information center for Montana and redefines the
University’s instructional, research and public-service mission," says committee member and
political science Associate Professor Bill Chaloupka.
"The whole state becomes the campus," adds fellow committee member and College
of Arts and Sciences Associate Dean Dave Bilderback.
The Information Technology Plan was produced over six months by the Joint
Information Technologies Planning Committee, made up of about 40 faculty and staff
members, students and administrators. The group’s planning was aided by several
consultants and visits to campuses known for their advanced technology, including Boston
-more-
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College, Brown University, Indiana University and Vanderbilt University.
UM is by no means starting from scratch in its efforts to come up to speed on the
information technology front, committee member and management Assistant Professor Cap
Smith notes. "The glass is half full" already.
During the planning process, "the degree of consensus was impressive" among
campus employees, Smith says. "They set aside their personal agendas and said this is a
plan that’s for the greater good of the University."
Intended to be implemented in stages, the plan covers video, audio and data
information technologies and spans computing, telecommunications, libraries, reprographics,
instructional media and electronic networks.
The plan comprises six goals, with target dates ranging from September 1992 to
September 1996.
•

Goal 1 focuses on UM access to information, including upgrading and expanding

student computer labs, establishing multimedia classrooms and providing every full-time
faculty member with appropriate desktop technology.
•

Goal 2 is to establish an Information Technology Resource Center that would help

people on campus meet their technology needs.
•

Goal 3 includes data-base technology to streamline financial, student information

and personnel systems; electronic access to transcripts, class schedules and registration; and
an information technology disaster-prevention and recovery plan.
•

Goal 4 stresses information exchange among local, state and national suppliers and
-more-
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consumers of audio, visual and data communications.
•

Goal 5 is to form an Information Technology Policy Advising Committee that

would report to a senior-level administrator on matters such as implementing plans and
evaluating their success.
•

Goal 6 involves learning how much money UM will need to achieve its

technology goals, finding funding sources and ensuring that resources are shared fairly.
UM s Computer Users Advisory Committee will hold two meetings for faculty, staff
and students to discuss the plan. Each will run from 4 to 6 p.m. The first will be Monday,
May 4, in Room 352 of the Social Science Building. The second will be Tuesday, May 5, in
Room 11 of the Liberal Arts Building.

m
Contacts: Education school Dean Don Robson, 243-4912; arts and sciences Associate Dean
Dave Bilderback, 243-2632; management Assistant Professor Cap Smith, 243-2098 or 2432273; or political science Associate Professor Bill Chaloupka, 243-4862 or 243-5202.
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